REGILDING THE CRESCENT
Why, then, with soldiers, intelligence, numbers,
and rich possessions, is Islam fallen from its high
estate ? The answer is to be found in the quota-
tion from Freeman given at the head of this
chapter. Until politics be divorced from religion,
once and for all, there can be no hope for the
Star and Crescent, or for any other State within
the pale of Islam. The Young Turks have
already complied with one of Freeman's two con-
ditions. One man no longer rules the Empire,
spiritually and temporally. The new Sultan is
pledged to uphold the Constitution, and has
neither the desire nor the occasion to break his
pledges as his predecessor did. The affairs of
the nation are entrusted to two hundred and
sixty of its elect.
The second condition laid down by Freeman
as the essential of success has yet to be fulfilled.
Unless the Young Turks rebind that strange
and wonderful book, the Koran, in two volumes,
all their efforts to build up a constitutional
Turkey will end in failure. The care of a
nation's spiritual welfare is a task of sufficient
magnitude for its holy men. The same has been
said before now of the English lords spiritual.
Thanks, however, to the condition of thought in
modern England, as well as to their own com-
paratively small number, they have not the same
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